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Abstract 
When educational systems fail to fulfill the objectives for which they are 
established, and then there is need to call forteforms or innovation, such is 
the case of the migrant fishermen education. This paper seeks to identify the 
nomads and the migrant fishermen. It seeks to examine the objectives of the 
migrant fishermen as well as the functions of the National Commission for 
the Nomadic Education (NCNE) and the need for migrant fishermen 
education. Some of the problems will be examined tliat call for reforms and 
innovation of the migrant fishermen education. 

Introduction 
Two categories of nomads are 

found in Nigeria, the nomadic pastoralists 
and the migrant fishermen. The migrant 
fishermen mainly occupy the Atlantic 
coastal areas of Nigeria and are found in 
Lagos, Osun, Ogun, Ondo, Edo, Delta, 
Bayelsa, Rivers, and Cross Rivers States. 
More concentration has been given to the 
education of the Nomadic pastoralists than 
that of the migrant fishermen. This may be 
due to the fact that the migrant fishermen 
occupy, the riverine areas which are 
usually very swampy with harsh weather 
conditions. The entire family usually go 
fishing. They allow their children to go to 
school for a few hours and later join their 

parents to fish. Schooling is difficult in the 
height of rainy season as the schools are 
covered by flood. Some engage in deep sea 
fishing thereby making it difficult to teach 
their children. The migrant fishermen need 
education so that they will be able to 
improve on their fishing skills and 
techniques. The National Commission for 
Nomadic Education (NCNE) and the 
Federal Government should invest funds 
and apply the method used for Nomadic 
pastoralists education for that of the 
migrant fishermen. 

For reforms and innovation to be 
meaningful, government should encourage 
the training and retraining of indigenes as 
teachers. Teacher should be trained at the 
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Nomadic Centre at the University of 
Port-Harcourt; Radio Stations should be 
established in collaboration with the State 
Radio Stations in the various States so that 
they will be able to mobilize the migrant 
fishermen. Educational Radio programmes 
should be organized. Also, other 
teaching/learning materials, equipments, 
facilities and structures, which are lacking 
should be put in place. 

Nomads in Nigeria 
There are two major categories of 

nomads in Niger ia,  the Nomadic 
pastoralists with an estimated population 
of 6.5 million and artisan migrant 
fishermen with an estimated population of 
2.8 million people are found in the Atlantic 
coastline, the riverine areas ,and the river 
basins in Nigeria. From the estimated 
population of 9.3 million nomads, 3.1 
million are children of school age. The 
participation of nomads in the formal and 
non-formal education programme is 
abysmally low with a literacy rate ranging 
between 0.2% (FRN, 1999). According to 
Akinpelu(1994), Nigeria is the 5lh among 
the nine countries that contributes as much 
as 75% illiterates to the world's total 
illiteracy population. This is why it is 
necessary to refocus attention on their 
education in order to promote educational 
stability, economic efficiency, national 
integration, social justice and high literacy 
rate. 

Migrant Fishermen 
According to Tawari (2002) a 

migrant fisherman is one who leaves his 
natural community and moves from one 

habitation to another in fulfillment of his 
occupation. He moves in search offish as 
dictated by the tide and season of the year. 

Reforms and Innovations 
Reforms and innovations are 

necessary in an educational system. If one 
is to forge ahead with the changes in our 
society. According to Abidogun, (2003), 
Changes in education are often induced by 
perceived inadequacy in the existing form 
and practices in the system due to 
changing economic, social, political and 
educational situations. According to 
Durkheim (1938:167), in Adamu (2003), 
Educational transformations are always the 
result and the symptoms of social 
transformations in terms of which they are 
to be explained. In order for people to feel 
at any particular moment in time the need 
to change its educational system, it is 
necessary that new ideas and needs have 
emerged in which the former system is no 
longer adequate. 

Objectives of Migrant Fishermen 
Education 

The objectives of the education for 
migrant fishermen include the following: 

1. Integrating    the    children    
of 
migrant     fishermen     into     
the 
formal      educational      
system 
through the provision of suitable 
activities. 

2. Raising the awareness of migrant 
fishermen   and   their   
families 
towards   accepting   the   
formal 
education of their children as a 

, parental responsibility. 
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3. Eradicating         illiteracy         
by 
attacking it at source to ensure a 
hundred percent enrolment at the 
primary level within the shortest 
possible time. 

4. Improving     the     
occupational 
competencies        of       
migrant 
fishermen     by     giving     
their 
children an education suitable to 
their environment. 

5. Improving   the   general   
living 
conditions of migrant fishermen 
and   their   families   by   
creating 
awareness   of the   need   to   
be 
enlightened. 

The National Commission for Nomadic 
Education and its Functions 

The National Commission for 
Nomadic Education (NCNE), was 
established by decree 41 of 1989. The 
commission came into full operation in 
1990 and has it's headquarters in Kaduna. 

Function    of   the    National    
Advisory Committee 
1. The  first function  of the committee 

was undertaking nationwide 
mobilization           campaign and 
establishment of schools. 

2. Programme planning which involves 
giving a precise project definition and 
scope of nomadic education system.. 

3. Organisation    and    market   
research 
aimed at ascertaining the preparedness 
of the people and attitude to nomadic 
education. 

4. Curriculum development by deciding 
on what is to be taught and the nature 
of   instructions.    The    services    
of 

universities, especially Usman Dan 
Fodio University, Sokoto were sought 
for curricular assistance and 
development, while Jos University 
concentrates efforts on , statistical 
survey, cultural, and mapping 
migration routes of the nomads, 

5. Determination .of type and quantity of 
teachers and other categories of school 
personnel, supervisors coordinators at 
state and national levels. 

6. Training       staff      retirement      
and 
development condition of service and 
relations with the university Nomadic 
education centers. 

7. Planting of location of on-site schools 
and advising on strategies essential to 
meet the special; needs of the transient 
families. 

8. Determination of type and quantity of 
the essential facilities and criteria for 
allocation to schools. 

9. Provide all pedagogical requirements 
and advise on areas of the interface 
with other sectors of the economy. 

10. Liaison      with      state      and      
local 
government and the communities since 
the delivery of the programme resets 
squarely    on    these    two    
tiers    of 
government. 

11. Programme     evaluation    to    
assess 
success and progress and advise on 
areas needing adjustments. 

12. As      complex      programme,      
the 
communities  is  specially directed to 
determine the models or approaches to 
be   adopted   in   order  to  reach   
the 
majority of the receipts. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Journal of Teacher Perspective 



126 

  

The    Need    For    Migrant    
Fishermen Education 

The migrant fishing folks pay very 
important roles in the Nigerian economy. 
A lot of people eat fish, therefore it is 
important to encourage the production of 
fish product. If more efforts are geared 
towards the education of the migrant 
fishing folks, they will do better by 
learning, better techniques of fishing and 
increasing productivity. 

The migrant fishermen move far 
into the sea on fishing expedition and stay 
there for weeks rendering formal education 
impossible and hectic. Teachers who use 
the mobile boat school cannot get into the 
deep sea. As a result many isolated riverine 
dwellers suffer from illiteracy. Education 
is needed to inculcate good liealth habits, 
safety measures and increase in 
productivity. 

Education will help the migrant 
fishing folks learn better skills of 
preserving and processing seasonal sea 
foods into better and more hygienic forms. 

Education will enable the migrant 
fishing folks develop modern techniques 
for storage as well as making use of 
modern equipments for storage. The habit 
of engaging the children in preparing fish 
for storage and sales at the expense of 
education should discouraged. 

Ignorance is eradicated by 
education, according to Jayeola-Omoyeni 
(2002), illiteracy level of parents was a 
factor that hindered the access of children 
to education. The believe of the illiterate 
parents that their children can achieve 
heights and do better without formal  

education is wrong and should be 
corrected. 

The provision of functional 
literacy programme to enable adults have 
access to basic adult  l it eracy is  
encouraged. Fafunwa, (1974), noted that 
functional literacy programme must be 
designed to ensure that young adult 
illiterate citizenry will be functionally 
illiterate and be able to perform their 
per sona l and cit izenry roles  as  
participating and contributing members of 
their community and the Nigeria economy. 

Migrant fishermen need education 
so that they will be able to explore and 
exploit marine life so that they will be able 
to der ive sonic income like their  
counterparts in industrialization nations of 
the world. 

Curriculum Guide for Migrant 
Fishermen 

The traditional curriculum of 
migrant fishermen education include the 
history of founders of settlements, moral 
philosophy, odioms, sayings of the wise 
and alarm codes. Vocational education 
includes making of fishing books, nets and 
traps. For the women folks preservation 
objects like mats, nets, basket and rackets 
(Awoala, 1981), as cited by Enaibe and 
Imonivwerha (2007). 

The NCNE in conjunction with the 
University of Port-Harcourt, Calabar, 
Benin, Federal University of Technology, 
Akure, Ondo and Lagos State universities 
developed curriculum for fishermen, based 
on the outcome of the respective studies 
(NCNC, 1999). The curriculum guides for 
the migrant fishing communities along the 
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coastal areas include five core subjects at the 
primary school level.. They include English 
mathematics, primary science, health education 
and social studies. Others include religious 
instruction, agriculture, home economics and 
cultural arts. The language of instruction at the 
lower level is 2. the mother tongue thereafter 
English language can be introduced. 

Development of text involved the 
use of subject specialists and curriculum 
expert. Experts had sufficient knowledge 
of the culture, educational needs and 
problems of the nomads (FRN, 1999). 

Problems   of   the   Migrant   
Fishermen Education 

Migrant fishermen who live in the 3. 
coastal regions of the Atlantic coastline which 
covers the coastal waters of Lagos Lagoon 
including the Niger Delta up to the Cameroon 
have little or no access to educational 
opportunity for no fault of theirs. They live 
under deplorable conditions and are faced 
with harsh weather conditions. These problems 
are numerous. 

1.   Geographical     Situation:      
Jayeola Omoyeni (2002), stated that lack 
of accessibility to education is due largely     
4. to the geographical and occupational 
situations. The schools of the migrant 
fishermen    children    are    made    
of temporary structures which are usually 
flooded   for  8   months  of the  rainy 
season.  When the camp are flooded     
5. pupils no longer go to school while 
others     are     deserted     completely. 
Temporary structures are put up by the 

community self help projects. While 
permanent structures are built by 
NCNE, Shell Petroleum Development 
Company and local government 
councils (Tawari, 2002). 

Occupation Situation: Pupils that the 
period they spend in class limits the 
amount of fish they will catch. Hence 
during, the peak fishing periods.- like 
October, pupils are hardlyf in' class. 
Children of migrant fishermen carry 
out their domestic chores before going 
to school. After school, they go fishing 
with their parents as reported by 
(Tawari, 2002). 

Transportation: Transportation in the 
riverine area is difficult, transportation 
is difficult both for personal and 
commercial purposes commercial 
boats ply some communities once a 
week and when you miss the boat, you 
will have to wait till the following 
week, on the same day to get another 
boat. This is quite frustrating. Also, 
when the tides change it may be 
difficult for teachers or students to get 
back home. 

Lack of Teachers: Teachers in the 
schools for migrant fishing community 
are not enough: About 3-5 teachers are 
found in the schools in the riverine 
communities. 

Ill-Equipped Teachers: Teachers 
were ill-equipped as they were trained 
to handle people in the normal 
conventional schools. Therefore, the 
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teachers knew next to nothing about 
the education for the migrant fishing 
groups and could not put their special 
needs and circumstances into proper 
focus. 

6. Inappropriate       and       
Ineffective 
Teaching   Methods   and   
Materials: 
Teaching methods and materials, 
where these were available to teach in 
most cases they were not available. 
This has resulted in poor classroom 
interaction, low learning and 
non-interest of the pupils. 

7. Insufficient number of Boat Schools 
More boat schools are needed to cover 

     Delta  and  Bayelsa  states.    
     This will make   transportation to the           

riverine areas   easy   for   both   
teachers   and 
students. 

8. Lack of Fund: Funding of education 
is usually very expensive. The salary 
of  teachers  in   the   migrant   
fishing 
communities is unattractive hence they 
work their transfer to the normal or  
conventional    primary     schools.     
A 
lucrative salary will attract teachers to 
the riverrine areas. 

9. Low Level of Enrolment: Low level 
of enrolment of the children of the 
migrant fishermen is recorded.  It is 
difficult to convince them to come to 
school. They belief that schooling is a 
waste of time and sometimes they 
have to leave school to concentrate on 
fishing in the heights of the raining 
season or peak period. 

 

 

 

 
10. Inadequate Supervision  and 

Monitoring Team: Monitoring and 
supervisory team hardly visit the 
riverine area to fine out if teachers are 
in school. This negligence creates 
room for truancy. 

Reforms and Innovations of Migrant 
Fishermen Education 

10. For the education of the migrant 
to be effective, there is need to reform or 
introduce a better method or cause of 
action. Changes in education are often 
induced by perceived inadequacies in the 
existing form and practices in the system 
due to changing economic, social, policies 
and educational situations. The education 
of the migrant fishermen is not left out 
therefore it needs reforms. 

1. Training of Teachers for the 
Implementation of the Curriculum 
is Fundamental. In the North,  
teachers are trained annually by the 
Nomadic Education Center, University 
of  Ma idugur i.  T he Nomadic 
Curriculum makes enormous demands 
on the teacher. Presently the National 
Commission for Nomadic Education 
(NCNE) in collaboration with the 
Federal College of Education, Yola 
runs pre service and in-service training 
for teacher at N.C.E level in Primary 
Education studies (Nomadic) and 
Fulfulde. Also, in a bid to solve the 
problem of recruiting teachers who are 
willing to live and work for long with 
Nomads,  the Department for  
International Development (DFID) of 
the British Government is currently 
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sponsoring an innovative teacher 
education project at. the Federal 
College of Education, Yola. It recruits 
young people between the ages of 
12-18 from the nomadic communities 
and provide continuous services even 
when their families move (FRN, 
199?). These programmes are not 
available for the migrant fishing 
communities in the coastal areas. There 
is need for reforms as teachers need 
special training in pedagogical renewal 
and better development and well trained 
teachers for the migrant fishermen 
education. 

2.    Establishment of Radio Station:   
In 

the North, Government have been able 
to develop and establish an Interactive 
Radio Instruction (IRI) programme for 
Kaduna state. In collaboration with the 
Kaduna State Media Corporation 
(KSMC) in 2002 and also developed 
and establish an IRI for Shuwa Arabs 
and Kanuri nomads in Borno and Yobe 
States. Government should establish 
similar radio stations for migrant 
fishermen folk that will enable them 
listen to educational radio programme 
even when they are in their fishing 
camps. This will act as a means of 
promoting extension education, adult 
education, community development as 
well as a means of mobilizing the 
migrant fishermen. 

3.    In Service Training for Teachers: 
In 

service and pre-service training should 
be organized for service teacher. In 
other  words, teacher  should be  

retrained to understand and appreciate 
the peculiar needs and circumstances 
of the migrant fishing groups. There is a 
Nomadic Centre at the University of 
Port-Harcourt where teachers in the 
migrant fishermen schools can be 
trained and retrained. 

4. Text   books   written   in   the   
mother 
tongue   of the   riverine  
communities 
should     be     produced     and     
made 
available  for  teaching  and  
learning. 
Also writing materials and equipments 
should     be     provided     to     
make 
teaching/learning interesting, this will 
encourage the learner. 

5. Provision of Funds: 
Federal Government, State, Local 
Government Councils, NGO and other 
agencies should be encouraged to 
sponsor the education of the migrant 
fishermen. Enough funds should be 
provided for instructional materials, 
building classrooms, providing 
teaching/learning materials, and so on. 
Under funding and late release of 
approved funds by government 
discourages teachers and other 
stakeholders. 

6. Provision   of   Boat   Schools:      
The 

Federal Government should provide 
boat schools for the riverine 
community, the number of boat 
schools available are not enough to 
meet the demand of the people in the 
riverine area.. 

7. Structure: Government is encouraged 
to   build    more    structures    as   
the 
permanent structures are inadequate. In 
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some of the areas Shell Petroleum 
Development Corporation (SPDC) has 
built some temporary structures for 
school because of their oil exploration 
in such areas. NGCVs am) some 
communities have also assisted their 
communities by building temporary 
schools. Some of these temporary 
structures are Hooded in the rainy 
season especially around October 
which renders shutting of the schools 
until the Hoods recede. 

Way Forward 
1. Training of teachers:     

Government 
and   other   agencies   and   NGO   
like 
DFID    of   the    British    
Government 
should sponsor an innovative teacher 
education   project,   that ,. will   
recruit 
young    teachers    from    the    
migrant 
fishing communities, who will live and 
provide      services      in      their     
own 
communities. 

2. Funds Should be Release as at When 
Due: Government makes a lot of good 
policy statements and are not able to 
back it up with funds when funds are 
not available it is difficult to 
accomplish tasks. The Federal 
Government alone cannot sponsor 
education hence foreign aids are 
needed from oil companies,  
communities and NGOs. 

3. Provision of Materials and 
Equipments; 
The National Commission for nomadic 
Education (NCNE) usually makes 
equipments and materials available. 

These materials are either not enough 
they or they do not get to (heir 
destinations this makes teaching and 
learning difficult, and sometime there 
are no textbooks, pencils, and 
materials to write. If government is 
serious about the education of the 
migrant fishermen, they should 
concentrate their efforts to ensure that 
materials and equipments get to their 
destinations and are appropriately 
utilized to achieve the goals of 
education. 

4. Transportation: Boat schools should 
be   made   available   to   the   
different 
communities   so   that   movement   
of 
pupils will be easy from one fishing 
camp to the other and will be able to 
reach    children    of   fishermen    
who 
engage in deep sea fishing. 

5. Textbooks Should be Written in the 
Mother    Tongue   of   the   
Riverine 
Communities:   Textbooks  should  
be 
written  in  the mother tongue of 
the 
riverine communities. These textbooks 
be   made   available   to   the   
various 
communities    to    aid    teaching    
and 
learning. In the first three years pupils 
should   be   taught   in   their   
mother 
tongue before English Language can 
be used as the medium of instruction. 

Conclusion 
Education is a tool that is used to 

bring about changes and development in 
the lives of people of which the people of 
the riverine areas are not left out. Hence 
efforts are being made to bring education 
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 to migrant fishermen so that they will be 
enlightened and be able to contribute more 
meaningfully to their community and the 
nation as a whole. Change is needed 
because there are inadequacies in the 
existing and practice. There is call for 
reforms and the capacity of the educational 
system to appropriately and effectively 
educate the Nigerian child, especially those 
in the often neglected and poverty-endemic 
rural areas where the migrant fishing folks 
are found. When these reforms and 
innovation have been put in place, the 
objectives of the education of the migrant 
fishermen can be achieved. 
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